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DEL WEBB FATHER/SON CHALLENGE’S FAMILY FOCUS EXTENDS TO  

SUPPORT FOR ARNOLD PALMER HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN 
 

ÉSpecial young supporter of Hospital to tee it up with legendary Arnold Palmer in ThursdayÕs Pro -Am 
 

As a unique tournament featuring the pairings of golf legends with their sons, family has always been a major theme of 
the annual Del Webb Father/Son Challenge, and each year a big part of the emphasis on family comes through the 
tournamentÕs support for the Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children. 
 
All of those involved in the tournament believe in the work that the Hospital does in assisting many sick children and 
their families, and when the tournament tees off next week at ChampionsGate in Orlando, one special young boy will 
be representing the next generation of those raising money for the Hospital through golf. 
 
Two years ago, at only five years old, Gavin Fitzgerald wanted to raise money for less fortunate kids through golf, and 
with the help of his parents, organized a fundraising tournament in 2007 to benefit the Arnold Palmer Hospital for 
Children. GavinÕs Kids Fore Kids tournament brought together kids aged 4-17, their families, neighbors and local 
sponsors to raise just over $10,000 for the Hospital and culminated with young Gavin presenting a check to Arnold 
Palmer himself. 
 
ÒWhen I tell people GavinÕs story, the response is always amazement,Ó said Wes Bishop, Major Gifts Officer for the 
Arnold Palmer Medical Center Foundation. ÒFor a five-year-old boy to have such a caring and giving outlook at that 
age is very special. He has an eye and a heart for kids, and he has done an amazing job raising money through his 
tournament, but even more importantly, he has inspired people to examine what they can do for others in our 
community.Ó 
 
On Thursday, young Gavin, and his father Cody, will get to team up again with the legendary Palmer, this time playing 
in his foursome in the Del Webb Father/Son Challenge Pro-Am.  While there will be 72 years between Gavin and 
Palmer, they clearly share the same vision when it comes to helping kids.  
 
ÒThere were so many parents, as well as kids, who came up to us during the tournament and just couldnÕt thank us 
enough,Ó said Sondra Fitzgerald, GavinÕs mother. ÒThey loved getting the kids involved in raising money for the 
hospital, and the families really enjoyed themselves.Ó 
 
Due to extenuating circumstances, Gavin was not able to hold his Kids Fore Kids tournament in 2008, but both the 
Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children and the Del Webb Father/Son Challenge have extended their commitment to 
assist him in resurrecting the tournament in 2009. 
 
ÒWe are thrilled to have Gavin a part of this yearÕs Del Webb Father/Son Challenge and recognize him for the special 
contribution he makes to our community,Ó said Scott Wellington, tournament director for the Del Webb Father/Son 
Challenge. ÒWe look forward to lending a hand to help him in his charitable efforts next year.Ó 

 
Returning to the International Course at ChampionsGate for the fifth consecutive year on December 4-7, the quality of 
the Del Webb Father/Son Challenge field is assured by the fact that in order to be invited, the father has to have won 
one of golfÕs four major championships (Masters, U.S. Open, British Open or PGA Championship) or The Players 
Championship.  
 
Tickets for the Del Webb Father/Son Challenge are on sale now and can be purchased by phone at (407) 787-GOLF 
(407-787-4653) or by visiting www.delwebbfatherson.com. Fans across the country can also take in the action as NBC 
broadcasts the Del Webb Father/Son Challenge nationally on Saturday, December 6 from 2:30-4:30 p.m. ET and 
Sunday, December 7 from 3-6 p.m. ET. 
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Besides the lucrative $1.085 million purse, the teams also play to win the prestigious Willie Park Trophy, which is 
based upon the original championship prize of the British Open in 1960.  The trophy, a red leather belt with sterling 
silver accents, similar to the belts awarded in modern times to boxing champions, was named after Park in honor of 
being the first winner of the British Open, the worldÕs oldest golf championship. 
 
Park won the British Open four times (1860, 1863, 1866 and 1875) and his son, Willie, Jr., won twice (1887 and 1889).  
The Willie Park Trophy was created especially for the Del Webb Father/Son Challenge in England by Garrard, the 
Crown Jewelers since 1843.  
 
ChampionsGate Golf Resort is the world headquarters for the David Leadbetter Academy, one of the nationÕs most 
sophisticated learning facilities for men, women and children.  ChampionsGate Golf Resort has already received 
honorable mention by Golf MagazineÕs Ò10 Most Distinctive Places to Play in the CountryÓ list.  The resort features an 
impressive clubhouse with outstanding restaurant and banquet facilities. 
 
Cadillac, one of the leading premier luxury carmakers, has also been named the official vehicle of the Del Webb 
Father/Son Challenge. As the official vehicle, Cadillac will be providing cars for the players and their families to utilize 
during the week of the tournament. 
 
The Del Webb Father/Son Challenge is jointly owned by NBC Sports and IMG.    

About Pulte Homes  

Pulte Homes, Inc., (NYSE: PHM), based in Bloomfield Hills, Mich., is one of AmericaÕs largest home building 
companies with operations in 50 markets and 27 states. During its 58-year history, the company has delivered more 
than 500,000 new homes. In 2008, Pulte Homes operations ranked highest in customer satisfaction in 11 U.S. 
markets, the most of any homebuilder, in the annual J.D. Power and Associates¨ New Home -Builder Customer 
Satisfaction Studysm. Under its Del Webb brand, Pulte is the nation's largest builder of active adult communities for 
people age 55 and older. Its DiVosta Homes brand is renowned in Florida for its distinctive master-planned 
communities. Pulte Mortgage LLC is a nationwide lender offering Pulte customers a wide variety of loan products and 
superior service.  

Websites: www.pulte.com; www.delwebb.com; www.divosta.com  

About IMG Sports & Entertainment 
 
Operating in 30 countries, IMG Sports & EntertainmentÕs diverse businesses include: consulting services; event 
ownership and management; fashion events and models representation; licensing; golf course design; and client 
representation in golf, tennis, broadcasting, speakers, European football, rugby, cricket, motor sports, coaching, 
Olympic and action sports.  IMG Academies are the world's largest, multi-sport training and educational facilities, 
delivering world-class training experiences to more than 12,000 junior, collegiate, adult, and professional athletes each 
year. 
 
About ChampionsGate Golf Resort 
ChampionsGate Golf (www.ChampionsGate.com) is FloridaÕs premier golf resort community, encompassing some 
1,500 acres southwest of Orlando.  ChampionsGate, with its beautifully designed double gates, welcomes visitors off 
Interstate 4, just south of Walt Disney World Resort. 
 
ChampionsGate is home to the world headquarters of the David Leadbetter Golf Academy, the AAA four-diamond 
Omni Orlando Resort at ChampionsGate, a flagship resort for Omni Hotels, and two championship golf courses 
designed by Greg Norman.  The community is also host to the nationally televised Del Webb Father/Son Golf 
Challenge, which pairs up legends of the game with their sons.  ChampionsGate is being developed as a joint venture 
by Apollo Real Estate Advisors of New York and Rida Development Corporation of Houston. 
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Contact: 
Dave Haggith    John Menichini   Brian Walker 
IMG Golf    ChampionsGate Golf Club NBC 
Cell: (416) 629-6474   Tel: (407) 787-4663  Tel: (212) 664-5533 
E-mail: dave.haggith@imgworld.com E-mail: jmenichini@mggi.com E-mail: Brian.Walker@nbcuni.com 


